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In the next, the shopkeepers will be Wesleyan and the
working men Baptists. Occasionally the various
sections of the population will be more or less equally
distributed between the denominations. The doctrinal
distinctions are far from prominent. I have con-
ducted services in chapels of every denomination. At
first I expected to find both great variety and great
licence in the order of service, but on the pencilled
slip handed to me in chapel after chapel appeared the
same scarcely varying form. There was less diversity
than in the established Church. Often in a tiny
village three or even four sparse congregations would
be simultaneously conducting these apparently
identical forms of worship. For every now and
again there will be a breakaway by a tiny sect of new
Protestants. On the outskirts of Bristol during those
years a little group decided that they would found a
chapel of their own. In all the existing denomina-
tions there was too much dogma for them, and too
many traditional forms. They would preach the
Gospel undiluted, they would have no prescribed
forms of worship whatever. They were all working
men, but slowly they collected funds, slowly and
unaided they built their new chapel with their own
hands. Several of them were friends of mine, I had
long admired and wondered at their zeal; they asked
me to address them at one of their opening services.
In the little ante-room they handed me a pencilled
slip. Not by a hair's breadth did it deviate from the
familiar form. The fact is, that behind the rise and
decline of the village chapel is the ineradicable
individualism of England. Many a natural leader
finds no outlet for his full capacities in factory or